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"The Gift" -

A Drama with Serious
Parenting Messages

The drama tradition of St. Mary's was revived 35
years ago since Mr. Geoff Oliver wrote and directed
his first drama in 1980, a year after he started as an
English teacher at St. Mary's. "The Gift" is his 31st
Drama Production as well as his 15th Musical here.

Should you have been there for this year's last
show, you should have listened to Mr. Oliver's
awakening address on parenting and education insight
behind the play to the audience, the cast and all
production teams.

In the capacity of the Convener of Parenting
Education Team, it is my honour to invite Mr. Geoff
Oliver, the Director of all St. Mary's Drama Production,
for an interview to explore "The Gift" further and to
share with parents stories behind this drama.

In over an hour's chatting, Mr. Oliver, kindly shared
his views on some parenting phenomena in Hong
Kong, life education about asking questions, and some
behind the scene stories of script writing and drama
production. My focus should of course be his messages
on parenting.



"One of my inspirations for the drama 'The
Gift' came from discussions last year with my co-
director, Eudora who was going to have a baby. |
casually said to Eudora, 'Of course, you know
your child does not belong to you. It's a gift
that is just lent to you for a period of time until
it becomes itself."' She totally agreed saying, "Yes!
It's just my duty as his parent to look after him until
he will be himself."

| think there's a problem with parenting in Hong
Kong. Parents are too strict. Parents tend to
control the life of their kids too much, not
allowing them to be themselves. We often find
in schools that many parents do have a much
more controlling attitude over their kids which their
children don't like much.

Nowadays, students not only have school from
8am to 3:30pm, they have to go for badminton or
some other class for an hour and then attend some
tutorial classes after a long day at school. After-
school hours are just as programmed as their
school hours and they can't be themselves. They
are just a time-tabled person.

A couple years ago, many talked about 'tiger
moms' and how much better it was if children were
brought up in that way. Though | can clearly see
there are advantages, personally, | disagree that
kids would be brought up better in that way.

Parents of course do everything for what they
consider to be for the best benefit of their children.
They are not doing this for a bad reason. They are
doing this because they feel they want their children
to have a good foundation and basis to get a good

At the interview, Mr. Oliver also shared with us many other ideas in education and
provided some tips for students interested in joining St. Mary's Drama Production. If you
or your girls would like to listen to the audio of the complete interview, please contact the
PTA Exco through PTA website before July 17, 2015.

Kelvin Wong, Convenor of Parenting Education

job afterwards. That seems to be the goal. Surely,
that can't be wrong. It is just the degree. How much
parental control say should a teenage girl, a near
adult, have in her life? That's why | tried to talk
about this subject in "The Gift'.

,.
4

Many parents decide everything and the kids
have no say. They do all these for their children's
benefit. They take the responsibilities. They bear
the burden, so their kids can be free......'free' to live
their life and 'free’ to be happy.

Parents of course have the burden of raising
their children like the financial cost of education and
everything. And they are doing all these for a good
reason, not because they want to control. It's just
that they control too much and should allow their
children to develop to be themselves. Of course it's
not at all easy to be a parent. Nothing in life is easy.

Over the years, some students do come to
me, saying their mum and dad wanted them to
be a doctor or a lawyer, but the students wanted
to be pianists or writers or something quite
different......And they were very troubled
about this. Obviously, that would cause them
to have conflicts with their parents.

advice to parents is, "Don't decide
everything for your child. Give them
guidance and advise them......
BUT......Let them be themselves!"

By the way, | would like to invite
parents to make suggestions for the
theme for next year's drama. What
would you like to see?
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